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allowances to be given to members of the royal family. The cap-
tive King was given four thousand gold pieces a year. The seven
princes received half that amount. Whereas Miran Bahadur was-
incarcerated in the fort at Gwalior, the others were lodged in diff-
erent strongholds in Malwa and Gujarat.
Historians are divided on the rights and wrongs of the means
chosen by Akbar to gain possession of Asirgarh. Vincent Smith
toes the line of Jesuit missionaries who accompanied Akbar to
Deccan, and calls the great Mughal a barbarian, a man bereft of
honour and considerations of chivalry. According to him, the
treatment he meted out to Miran Bahadur violated the tradition
of uprightness which lent an aura of Divine dignity to the kings
and queens of Hindustan. Wolsley Haig and some others blame
the young Sultan for the misery he brought upon himself. Accord-
ing to them, the terms offered by Akbar were liberal, and their
rejection was an invitation to the Emperor to use whatever means
he could to gain his objective. Time precluded a long drawn-out
siege. Salim was poised dangerously in the north. Akbar did a,
short-cut to victory in Khandesh, and thus averted a crisis which
might have lost him the empire. Akbar waged wars to win, never
to lose them. The means to him were inconsequential. At Ran-
thambor he was faced with a situation similar to that he was con-
fronted with in Khandesh. Where guns failed, Akbar did not
hesitate to use other tactics to draw the enemy out. If camouflage
and feigned retreat are permissible in a battie as a means to entrap
the enemy forces, there seems to be little wrong with staging a
feint of words to achieve the same goal. Also, it needs to be re-
membered that Akbar considered himself a human conduit through
whom God expressed His will. Subjugation of Asirgarh was to
him a Divine order; so were the means used to fulfil His com-
mand.
This said, itjs admitted that Akbar would have emerged greater
than the great he was had he brought to bear the conventional
and less devious means to batter Asirgarh into surrender. He tried
to secure the needed ramming equipment from the Portuguese in
Goa, but the latter turned down the request. They had been informed
secretly beforehand by Jerome Xavier that one of the objectives of
Akbar's thrust in the south was to find a foothold for hurling the
Christians back into the sea. Perhaps this fear was not unfounded.
The missionaries yearned for Akbar's conversion to Christianity